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How Misogyny Hurts
QUEER COMMUNITIES







This zine began with a
conversation between myself
and annah about how much we
hate misogyny and how much it
goes unchecked around us.
The information came from
conversations we've had over
the years with our friends and
other queers and just life in
general. We put out a call out
for submissions and here we
are with some folks” §
experiences about misogyny in
different queer contexts. This
is not meant to be all inclusive
and I would love to hear other
peoples’ experiences with
misagyny. The compilation
process has been super
validating and eye opening for
me, and I appreciate all who
contributed either through the
written or verbal word!

each unique piece and
including digestive pauses})
between them...eat up kids!




 Not radical

Mot an anarchist
 Not queer]

All femmes wear heels and §g

skirts

Femmes are
consumerists /materialistic
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(Own It, then lets work from there!
' r: I hear one rmrre-ml_er hhm TErthL i 1"-'|.'T )

||1.1-.J;|. {0 E:.u.l mvistble am wng a commumly of
people whom you identify with feels shitty. 1

invalidating and divisive, Without a doubt,
things are problematic and should be confronted
But as an Afro-Latina Femme Dyke, [ feel goddamn
sick of OWFs failing to recognize that this
“invisibility”" entitles them to more privileges and
forms of safety than femmes of color could ever §

i dream of having access to.,




NEWSFLASH: Femme's of color not only absorb

the constant impacts of patriarchy, but our gender-

race combinations are often dangerously exoticized,
fetishized and tokenized in the mainstream world a8

some of these things are true about me, but that’s
not-the point), Whether | identify as het or queer
doesn’t matter in these imtial moments-
Hassumptions noted above first ake president and set
N the stage for any further interaction that may follow
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I'n preserve thelr supposed physical, neninl and sexuml zafety,
female-assigned queers have formed & tubhle of people with some simlar
expericnge s which they call 8 cominumt} A5 1 micsl ;
R caperiefoes e dominnnt i the A erity. fw hite. middle to wpper class, PO

IS, those whioke

bhodied, non-trans, efe, eic.] pinke wsslmpOns Lak eYEryoRe else around

Tzt hike conservallvie sUDUT hanites, they

them his similar experiences,
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il comfort and safety in those assumplions mather [

o leaen from the diflerences of thosa 01 indd thettd, | mns women \re no
only refused entritce into, bul are viewed as a threat to that bubble. 1 all my

venrs 0l |'“-\.'II1!_' motive i Lis UECT e, I have Him0st neven heen ms ked

abagl oy experetie dE A s woman, ot gyen iy Iy closest friends, How

can people who call themselves my lies allow that to happen? How can you

vl advecate for me i vou don understand my experiences’

v thet the lack of wndersiand

womer even: By those closest 1o U8, §& Oul DIESs et obatacle. 1 keeps us i
tanlated. hidden and in the closet. | regularly find mysel unable 1o share my
cxperiences becuuse phing in death into anything requires going back b
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| identify as famme, and am generally read as such when
I'm in queer spaces. My gender pxpression has come 10
ha & familiar and predictable part of my identity to thosa
around me— by this, | mean pecpie never com ment an
my appearance when I'm gporting femme” clothing of
accessories (mini-skirts, ight dresses, pumps, gaudy
ewelry), and are never surprised by the dress-up cholces

| make when aftending faux-fancy queer events (Hrtus, e
eoreels, pushup bras, hella queenie-ass makaisp}

K
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My best friend is buich identified, and quite similarty our,

' queer communities have come to expect a certain brand
of presentation from hir as well; artickes of clotihing such

‘_-1 as button-up collared shirts, neckties and vests, are seen

by our queer community as common-place when e S

wears tham. ""f

: &
e W -
| My paint in opening this essay with this seaming polanty
| of gender expressions is not meant to furher enact

modes of binary thinking. | simply mean to address two
main concepts: 1: The ways rigid fashion-expectations
often assentialize our genders and efiminate room for
liminality/fuidity (yes, even in queer contaxis; and i
ways in which queer community's offen favor and
privilege masculinity/masculing performance, which in
and of itzelf can reproduce patrianchy in subtie and
dangercus ways

The
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o Mot too long ago, ma and my BF were discussing the
*standard uniforms” wie often feed limiled to wearing due
lo the expectations of our gender exprasseons. | was
complaining that sometimes | jusl wanna wear a suit and
tie when dressing up for faux-fancy events, . bul | always
chicken out at the last minute because of the reactions |
may evoka...not that these reactions would be bad, but
they would be Reaclions...commants based on the
dafiance of my own lypically adopled gender norms. |

A don't wanna show up and be the main lopsc of
conversation, | don't wanna shack people, | just wanna
axparimeant with the complexities of my gender and
gender-axprassion, This insecurity 1§ no doubl based on
a lot af my own fears, bul | believe it to also be
symptomatic of langer subcultural pressures that uphold
stark (but silent) binary structures.

My BF expressed some similar sentiments, noting that
sometimes ze thinks it'd be fun to dress in 'drag’ and go
out dancing with all of our friends. Ze noted, “you'd never
know it, but | can work a pair of heals out on the dance
floor.” But like me, ze often feels imited to certain modes
of expression because ze “never wants 1o alfract more
attention to hirsalf than necessary.”

(BTW: I'm guoting/adiibbing this conversation with
parmission)

| 3 14
=0 long story shorl, we decided to suppori each other's
exploration processes one night. We showed up at a
dl quesr dance party together dressed in our usual clothing.
About an hour inlp the party, we slipped away together
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and changed mtn emh nthers clothing. Ze managed to

squeeze inlo my floral-print negligee and knee-high “h

platform boots, and neatly fastened hir hair back with my e, v

flamboyant gold-Lemay rose bamette. Simultaneously, | -
F . =
i

pulled hir black & gray pin-sinped pants up around my
waist, put on hir button-up black collared shirt, and
slipped hir grey linen vest over the top. | ket my hair fall

wild & messy around my face

Upon entenng the room of frends and acquantances
after our outfit exchange, | was shocked by the reactions




| ‘
| People were all over me, gushing about how HOT

(! |IDE'RE*1 People who had never noticed me befare began
coming over k2 infroduce themselves throughout the

avening. | got more phone-numbers that night than 1'd
gotten cumulatively throughout the entire time I'd been
out as queer. Moreover, throughout the course of the
naght people laughed at my jokes, people were guiel
when | told stores, and they actually listened atfentively ,
io my responses in group conversations. as if what | had q

| to say may be insightful and important. It wasn't until | -
expenienced this overi contrast that | reafized the lack of
general respect and camaraderie | sometimes feel in
these spaces when presenting as femme.  /




and fucked-up, binary-

My BF on the other hand, noted that familiar fiends were |
| pretly weirded out all night by hir *Get-Up," which was a
constant lopic of conversation throughout the Bvening EE.
noted that while ze definitely expected people to react in

o L .

| some way, 28 was shocked at how much people just
couldn't get over it. The shock was also accompanied)
by a senes of comments throughout the evening about hir
body, such as "“Woah, who knew ze had curves! or 1_
“Damn, check oul how awkwand 7e |ooks with r.lEavaga"l
My BF also noted that ze fall the strongest reactions from
hir friends who identify as buich or frans-masculing, a8
though hir experimentation with gender-prez that night
somehow destabilized their identities...(7) To lop it off,
when ze wenl outside the building to get some frash air

and a moment of alone-time, ze was grossly harassed by §

a car-full of drunk frat guys who were stopped at a nearby |

traffic light. Ze called it a "shitty reminder,” and noted tha

this hadn't happened to hir since ze started o presant as .‘ 2

mare androgynous/butch. @ %
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faux femme for hire

I realized | wasn't femme just about the time I
‘realized what femme power means and
‘the ways in which i was selectively using idt;__:_":}__::

o "j o
[Iclarify, I recognize that there are a myriad '§

—of manifestations of femme, some of which uhhze
—E‘IEI'EDI:_',.']::HE around gender perceptions and 3 |
assumphmﬁ regarding bodies and mental processing
__Fm one's advantage é"ﬁ&"
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' when 1 found out that my tough-guy front isn't
the only way to be re-apucted and hs-tt:med to ona
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H“lﬂ': 1 SR %ﬁ":’k couple years back, I was)
i leading a job on a high-stress worksite with about Pk
_, eight other crews, a four story building, and a lot of 7}
J’-“’ precarious work to be done including a crane 27
F ¥ lift. Crane lifts are about the most stressful part of big
jobs for me. They take tons of planning and ‘ﬁe&{
" ‘“11 coordination. Delicate packages weighing a few tons

| A % each are hoisted into the air and deposited nnﬁ_‘iﬁ.’ \
\.r ) building tops, and | channel the deep anality nl’_m;--"_;’-_“j"‘n
;{Jﬁh mutlu:u.‘ while trying to .nrg.rnlu:n.* my crew to be ‘ﬁﬁ -
4 professional and organized in the face of other &'rh :

Fl

| critical, onlooking workers, The morning of the crane ©
o Lift of this particular site, [ arrived slightly later than
| % my coworkers to find my crew leader and the crane V
;a‘ operator in heated debate, ' zan over to hear thvri‘)ﬁ"’#}

operator exclaimine that there was no *%&"*-ing |
{ way that we would be able to do the lift — there was
g i ™ i iy = i o -
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;! . e
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ino permit to block off street traffic and besides, there &
[ (were Jow power lines between the street and the g3 i
| | building, I stared at him, my mind spinning around
\ @ roll-a-deck of implications including dollary’ Gk - E A
y amounts of how much would be lost if we Lnuhllt (
' do the lift. I looked to either side of the building and @
saw a large, mostly empty Kragen's parking lot to S ,',_
_L'I'I'LI.-.‘ side. “How about from that parking lot?” | asked} 1 '
| < | him tentatively. “If we could use it, I could reach bm !
| there'sno *% "e-ing way,” he snorted, “i talked with
the site super before you all got here and he said that E
Kragen's will tow anyone who parks there in the 33y
day.” He continued spouting off why this ]uh uaq s
tucked and we should have planned hettv: g A




Without
even consciously realizing what I was doing |
walked past him slowly, towards the front door
of Kragen's. The store didn’t open until 8 and it was
only 7:30, but | saw a man milling around inside. |
bﬁ;ﬂ}e glanced at my reflection in the window,
swallowed, and knocked on the glass door. “Hello," 1
called in a sweel, higher-than-normal voice, “Hello,
Hello?” The man inside looked out from behind a
shelf and over at me. [ smiled and waved, stifling my
desperation and projecting the girl next door
friendliness. Sure enough he came to the door and
opened it as much as the chain locking it to the other
door allowed. “Hi," I said, “Uh, I'm working with a
crew on the job site next door, and uh, we have a

problem. I'm hoping you can help..” The man was
hesitant, and 1 could see him taking in my whole
package-- boots, roofing tar-splattered pants, dark
dickies, jacket, hard-hat, and a faux femme gooty,
bobbling face full with batting eyelashes and
flashing toothy nervous smile “Sure what's going
on?” he asked. “We need to do a crane lift and w
can't do it from the street. Itll only be an hour or
two, and we don't need that much space, but I'm
wondering if we can use part of your parking lot
here.” He nodded slightly, glanced behind him and
said, “Sure, go ahead— just be outta there by noon
and my boss won't know the difference.”
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:‘“ nervous smiled was quickly replaced by my open, fia
b dropped jaw-- and then again with a full smile. “Oh,

qﬁ.' god, thank vou, thank you so much!” I gasped and
; e then tried to throw a last splash of feminine ¢ o .' _
L& fratitude with a quick cute grin accompanied by a

ek
il

# slight tilt of my head and little shoulder lift. Then 1

E::_' ran h’q—"l"L o l-he- u‘pl."lld'-l'[_'!r EI["I.'d m}r Crew !'IZ_".' t.‘:'l.l rhem ..-

[ -\.'\':i;l
2 | think the most am

recounting the miracle of not losing close to ten Jereie
grand in a botched crane lift that I suddenly saw that] ':Ip ¥
the most powerful tools | had used lhﬂ.’[ dfaj.-' wrn'li j;.-l-:__ _.
my prized cordless saws or even the 100-ft 2SS J ‘m'ﬁ'?

crane. A tew years and social circumstances later |
thought a lot about switching pr:_'ni-:a.-n:n_{.!w!.;l assumed ;
gender roles to my advantage, and | definitely recognize
this choice as a privilege that unfortunately not ull. of my
trans, fender-gueer, femme, or butch-identified friends
and 1.'1..1.|1|.m1_1nil~.' have access to. However when.u tr-l-_"]:,
hell, | don't mind pournng a little femininity

nroprighe
appropriale .4 aatine SOME e S
ereal and eating some good gend

over my pa triarchy ©
facking breakfast,

ksugar hill {hm-lkur-rﬁ.-mutu.nlﬂn org) ' *
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how do you feel that you are excluded in & I 0

queer circles and how do you feel thh relates o misogyny?
- : | : “rﬂFF“:[—"

As a mother,

| Wi entiim
heia J: the }:iL‘Ia e ot |||l.||.-..l'_-'-.|.. u| Ln.,ml Lo ey LN;“,'.LL';I G 1.__11;:a

‘ ML Bk Tein age FAL IR ERT R CEG E N S e ag i 1 iR
b i SE T
| ~.~pl.:ui1' cally mt 1 -.m::' I*u-a mu..u 15 | stay home if | can't find

3

Imlu 1 |‘-L'*-\.|. .I... Im' imdaries o e
. _—— -

;5;3""'--- |-'Ir--"._ . h‘!__

and want the kids to be kel b -.'d {1 (USer CIre '.'._-:c oftentimes

olks won'Linteract or try to connect with the
T . PG

'.. ].. -
: -]1il|1-.::'.rL I'I"r 11.-1 I lwrnu_ 11 T

e
-
o

-

.

-r., o ; ‘1.}# T ﬂ !l‘-\._. -y 3 -

v PGl 4
1 and 1|||.u._1|1_._~ in their liv es, When ['m the only ong o one of
" ,q.— - :
W H - 'a!: I
i. --“.'- } K -:'I-,
. e e 1
k L EEEE I...|_" a H,.' .}
-z . P [T
l w talking with my |'.I|.|1-.'..L'.-'.r'||*~||-l|'|I.-'|'|_'-.|._|||1||_|||‘1|L =

___ﬂ,r‘" L e e LT L P e £ -
i with grown-ups so | feel I might as well stay home because 1Us i

£ e Y 3 [
B T--.- "3 Ir"'. 51[‘
L BN . H
L 1 1 N
: ] I'b.r' .Ii: o "vl.' : b 5
! _ !,_; ; i
u—— * E T
And it's hard to find out : I-u.|| |.'u_||I'a hecause I dion't I,\*

! EASICr,




In relation to misogyny the way patriarchy is set up, mom's are
expected {o stay home and watch the kids and in social seflings
momt's are the one's who watch the kids and that's what's
expected ofus. That carries through in queer social settings

usually too, There aren't a lot of parents in general in queer
| communities and you throw in agism and anti-breeding politics
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the kids were involved.
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J: as a parent 1 n -'1]1.._-.:||-§.:r.

out to the kids, and give up their privii

sutomatically assume that 'm straight and that my life is all

Labout being homt and being o housewife and 1 it was that is

o.k. too, Have more kid fiies wlly events. And maybe learmn how

i Patr rchy affects moms and care and v
sbout it, Also understand that some moms really like being
moms gnd want to be and that any cheice should be

¥

supported.. the struggle is shout women having choice

Jnclude and welcome all ages more
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Ayla is a woman. It takes a lot of work Just to be that,

and not have nthers secand -guess or make mws:b-'e her g

lfema e anc queer Jdentmes 5_:1.9 happens to be a trans woman,
I O

of 27 ears of age. But don't hold it

e o
aamqr her. She's a sober,
h.-bernatmg dark soul with 3 tender, “

npeﬂ' heart. A Pisces,
ure She's arso a total mera.hfread and doesn't : 11
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e P 1"
- often fit into expected narmﬁ_ﬁ:rr what trans women
g . e
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dress like or are into., Sound familiar? ’
«£ \

-
She is in tms Zine .-:ause she s got important shit
o« 5

go ffg

to say.
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Kernan: I know we've had lots of conversations surrounding g
frustrations/hurts you have in queer circles that stem from

reactions to you from queer cis women/lesbians.
Care to elaborate for our readers?

Ayla: Well, I perceive that cisgender leshians and queer
women are sometimes "okay with me" or "cool to me"”

- L LR F By by - & k= R -

(as I've put it before) as a fellow ueer, yet it feels as if
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it's only t?w.lr_df ; perception uL Me in altender, femme-fag,

§ long-haired nice boy kind-of-way. That's the kind :
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Like they can play off being "okay/cool"” towards me '
oo e
‘ _as: ﬁnﬁ woman (seemingly, on the outside) and get |
marks for 'correctness’, with;uut' ever having to truly recognize 3
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=y and validate my femaleness. 8§ B
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are often Parnn d arnum:f me, like so nervous that i n‘llah’
actua : |

l’f attracted to E_TT_]; Like oh shit, what could it mean
if they al:tuaihr believed and accepted me as a queer woma

in' their mn:lsl:, with my uwn valid experiences coming into
a uEer female u:lenl:ltf'

I contemplate these thing? most often in


































































































































































