In this text, Gambone gives a unique and concisgppetive on the life of
Guevara, when there are precious few written amgrplrspectives on the
Cuban Revolution in general, and helps us movekyloe baggage of the
Marxist-Leninist Left, while keeping it in perspe@. This pamphlet has
been digitally reproduced in order to make it aafale to a wider audience
via free download. Below are a number of other irtgod groups and writ-
ings relevant to this topic.

Cuban AnarchispBy Frank Fernandez.
http://libcom.org/library/cuba-anarchism-historyHabvement-fernandez

The Cuban Revolution: A Critical PerspectiBy Sam Dolgoff
http://www.iww.org/en/culture/library/dolgoff/indeghtml

Cuba, the Anarchists and Liberiy pamphlet by Frank Fernandez
http://libcom.org/library/cuba-anarchists-libergblour-movement-fernandez

El Libertario, Venezuelan anarchist newspaper covering Latin rioae
politics and social movements
http://nodo50.org/ellibertario

Anarkismo.net, an international multi-lingual ar@st website of news
and opinion

The North Eastern Federation of Anarcho-Communssts bi-lingual or-
ganization of revolutionaries who identify with tleemmunist tradition
within anarchism.

http://nefac.net

Industrial Workers of the World, an internationabolutionary labor union
http://iww.org

- zinelibrary.net
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OTHER RED LJON PRESS TITLES INCLUDE:

* 1917 - A contemporary syndicalist, Laurens Otter, examamines the
Russian Revolution and challenges the myths surrounding that momentous
event. 18 pages , 8.5 by 11, $4.00

* PROUDHON AND ANARCHISM - A new interpretation of Proudhon’s
anarchist philosophy and why it is important today, 12 pages, $2.00

* SYNDICALISM - IN MYTH AND REALITY - A critique of academic myths
about syndicalism. 14 pages, $2.00

* LAUGHTER IS BOURGEOIS! - The origins of Political Correctness and
the need to combat this new totalitarianism. 11 pages, $2.00

* COSMIC DIALECTICS - Joseph Dietzgen's unique anti-sectarian
libertarian thought. 20 pages, $2.60

* REVOLUTION AND REFORMISM - A discussion of the split between
"reformists" and "revolutionaries" in the French syndicalist CGT, Why this
was important for today's libertarian movement. 17 pages, $2.00

* WHAT IS POPULISM? Attacks left-liberal and media myths about
populism. 29 pages, $3.00

* THE IMPOSSIBILISTS. Writings of the old Socialist Party of Canada and
the One Big Union from 1906 to 1938. None reprinted before, A must for
anyone interested in labor radicalism and syndicalism. 25 pages, $4.00

* SANE ANARCHY - Critique of New Left influences upon contempaorary
North American anarchism, and more! 17 pages, $2.00

* CAPITALISM IS NOT FREE ENTERPRISE - An introduction to the

sconomic ideas of Silvio Gesell. Influenced by Proudhon and Henry George.

a friend of Gustav Landauer. 12 pages, $2.00

Write to: (do not mention Red Lion Press on Address) L. Gambone, Box
174, Montreal, QQ, H3K 3B9, Canada

emaijl redliol_r‘lpress@hotmaif.com'

Read ANY TIME NOW - THE ANARCHIST-
DECENTRALIST NEWSLETTER. Send $1.00 to ATN,
Affinity Place, Argenta BC, VOG 1B0, Canada

SAINT CHE

"Che Was the most complete human being of our age." Jean Paul Sartre

A peasant woman lights a candle to the saint and prays that her young
son will get well and the potato crop will be a big one this year. Her
prayers, and the prayers of other peasants, have been answered before,
claim the villagers. "He looked just like Our Lord lying there dead in the
schoolhouse", she tells the television interviewer. The name of this miracle-
working saint? Ernesto Che Guevara! -

Let's not laugh at these peasants, Don't look dewn upon them with
"developed world" arrogance. No doubt Che "does" intervene in their
poverty-stricken lives - as do all the other saints. And who are we to claim
absolute knowledge of the world and human mind and all its workings?

How would Che feel about the incense and candles burnt in his name?
As a militant Communist and atheist he would have dismissed it all as
crude superstition from a reactionary past. How ironic for such a person to
become a saint. But not only Bolivian peasants have reverence for the dead
guerrilla. Thirty years after his murder, his picture is plastered on the walls
of half the student residences of the world. His stern, ascetic gaze stares
out at you from innumerable Tee shirts and badges. The Che Guevara
mystique is all-pervasive,

One can't help asking whether he deserves this idolatry. At first glance
one could easily give an unqualified affirmative answer, Here was someone
given the Number Two position in Cuba, who stepped down to fight in the
jungle for what he believed was liberation. Sick with asthma and with a tiny
band of followers he was hunted down and murdered by the Bolivian army.
Guevara was also the perfect romantic figure - handsome, charismatic, and
genuinely loved by women. No lifeless intellectual Stalin-clone he, nor a
secret pervert like Mao, or a megalomaniac like his old friend Fidel, but a
real man. He could have stepped out of any romantic novel,

And he doeslook Christ-like lying dead in that famous photograph.

Yes, it is possible to understand the fascination that many people,
particularly the young, have with the man. But understanding a phenomena
is one thing, whether it presents atrue picture of reality is another. For this,
we must look behind the mystique.

THE YOUNG CHE, OR'"DON'T CRY FOR ME ARGENTINA"

During Che Guevara’s formative years, Argentina was dominated by the
Peronist Movement. Peronismo, largely the invention of Peron’s brilliant
wife, Eva, was the nearest thing to perfect fascism that ever existed.
Forget about all the propaganda and foolishness that hae encrusted around
the word "fascist". Forget about Nazi-fascism and the clerical fascism of
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Franco and Salazar. By fascism | mean the true essence of what was a
revolutionary movement - or fefi-wing fascism.

True pure fascism, as envisaged by Mussolini, grew out of the militant
left-wing of ltalian Socialism. It was an attempt to impose the Social
Democratic program through dictatorship and armed force. The movement
dispensed with the sterile positivism and evolutionism of Orthodox Marxism,
substituting romantic emotionalism, extreme nationalism, a cult of the will
and of the "man of action" The goal was to nationalize industry and
subordinate all classes to the needs of the State. The working classes were
to benefit from this revolution - but only so long as they remained
subservient to the Fascist State. Mussolini's problem was that he never had
the support of the working class and thus had to turn to the traditional
middle classes. Thus much of his revolution only remained on paper.

This was not the situation which faced the Perons. More than 15 years
before they took power, the generals smashed the powerful anarcho-
syndicalist trade unions and only small remnants remained. The workers
were poor, unorganized and wolceless. Eva Duarte-Peron was able to build
a labour movement by filling an organizational vacuum. (And where
necessary smashing her weakened opponents) Thus Peronism (Argentine
fascism) had a solid base among the workers. With prodding from the ever-
energetic Evita, the movement nationalized the banks, Insurance
companies, mines and railroads. As a result, Argentina had probably the
largest state-capitalist sector outside of a Stalinist regime. Wages were
forced up by decree and a host of social benefits introduced for Los
Descamisados (Literally "the shirtless ones”, the working class followers of
the Perons) Even the Church was attacked. The "anti-imperialist' game was
played to an excess, alternating between violent anti-Americanism and anti-
British sentiment. The foreigner was made the scapegoat for all of
Argentina's problems.

Che Guevara was sympathetic to Peronism and imbibed most of its
ideas. In many ways he was to remain under the spell of Peronist ideclogy
all his life. In 1955, affer he had opted for Stalin, he could also claim that
"we have to give Peron all possible support...” (127)) When Peron fell he
stated: "l will confess with all sincerity that the fall of Peron deeply
embittered me...Argentina was the Paladin of all those who think the enemy
is in the North." {182) During the Cuban revolution, Che called his new
querrilla recruits Los Dascamisados (231), the name Peron gave to his
followers.

This affection for Peronism never ceased. Che told Angel Borlenghi,
{Peron's former Minister of the Interior) in 1961, that Peron was the most
advanced embodiment of political and economic reform in Latin America.”
In 1962 Che declared the Peronistas had to be included within Argentina’s
revolutionary front. Fide! asked Peron to visit Cuba. John Cooke, Peron's
personal representative, visited Cuba and lauded the Revolution. (538)
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Amoyo Nargjo - led Parent-Teacher Association, the local Cultural
Association and the Consumer Co-op.
Mtato - led salt workers union,
Ciego de Avila- produced radio programs as well as influenced peasant
association, sugar workers and medical workers unions.
Nuevitas - led peasant union, established land co-op, led "various unions"
Santiago de Cuba - strong influence in food workers union,
Guantanamo - organized and led Coffee Producers Co-op.

The ALC also "had some influence” in at least one trade union or popular
association in 23 other towns. (Taken from THE CUBAN REVOLUTION - A
Critical Perspective, by Sam Dolgoff, Black Rose Books, Mentreal, pages

56-569
NOTES

1. The numbers in brackets refer to the page numbers of CHE - A
REVOLUTIONARY LIFE by John Lee Anderson, Grove Press NY, 1997, This
is the definitve biography of Guevara, containing much heretofore
unobtainable documentation. Anderson’s work has been attacked by critics
as a "hagiography". He is sympathetic to Che and some of the ideology
that motivated him. But this only serves to meake the quotations even more
devastating to the mythical image.

2. THE CUBAN REVOLUTION - A Critical Perspective, Sam Dolgoff, Black
Rose Books, Montreal, p. 27

3. ibid, p. 99

4, ibid, p.100

5. ibid, p.180

8. Some examples would be practitioners of non-violence such as Gandhi
or Martin Luther King. Warrior intellectuals such as George Orwell, Albert
Camus and Simone Weil belong there as well.

7. Of course, nobody completely transcends their origins and history. The
above list of morally courageous persons could also apply as examples of
people who have broken with the dominant patterns.

8. The problem is that the left still upholds him as someone to emulate.















